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In 2007, the Maltese Government 

embarked on an extensive 

programme aimed at the restoration 

and rehabilitation of some of the 

most important elements of Maltaôs 

unique military architecture 

heritage. These substantial works 

of restoration and rehabilitation on 

the fortifications of Valletta, Mdina, 

Vittoriosa, and the Gozo Citadel 

were part-financed by the European 

Union through the European 

Regional Development Fund under 

Operational Programme I, and 

represented the first ever major 

investment in modern times that 

has focused on the holistic 

conservation and preservation of 

Maltaôs extensive network of 

historical fortifications.



MaltaΩs works of 

fortification represent
Ψone of the finest collections 

of military architecture to be 

found anywhere in the world 

and constitute a 

monumental heritage for 

sheer concentration and 
majesty quite unmatchedΩ.

Prof. J. Quentin Hughes



Prehistoric / Ancient sites 10

Knightsô period fortifications ï1530 - 1798

Forts 6

Fortified Cities 5

Fortified Lines 3

Towers 24 (+10 demolished/ruins)

Batteries / Redoubts 25   (+7 demolished / ruins)

Entrenchments 10   (+11 demolished / ruins)

Fougasses 12 known ( built 64)

British period fortifications ï1800-1945

Forts 14

Coastal Batteries 11 (+4 ruins/demolished )

Fortified Lines 3

WWII Pillboxes 150+ ( surviving)

AA Batteries 25

Knightsô period fortifications contain:

main bastions 76

curtain walls 100

cavaliers 11

ravelins and counterguards 16

gateways and large sally-ports 27

combined perimeter length of ramparts = 60 km

Some Fortification statistics for the Maltese Islands.





Valletta



Restoration of 
the 
fortifications 
of Valletta

St Michael 
Demi-bastion



Restoration of 
the 
fortifications 
of Valletta

St John 
Bastion and 
adjoining 
curtain
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Restoration of 
the 
fortifications 
of Valletta

SS Peter & 
Paul Bastion



Restoration of 
the 
fortifications 
of Valletta

St Michael 
Counterguard 
and Bastion



Restoration of 
the 
fortifications 
of Valletta

SS Peter & 
Paul 
Counterguard



Restoration of 
the 
fortifications 
of Valletta

SS Peter & 
Paul Bastion



Mdina



Fortifications of 
Mdina prior to 
commencement 
of restoration 
interventions

DΩIƻƳŜŘŜǎ 
Bastion and 
adjoining 
curtain


